
Arizona legislators head to the Capitol next week to begin a new session on 
issues that affect Arizona’s public schools, from funding to school quality.  
With a new poll recently released that shows Arizona voters want more 

support for teachers and schools, public education advocates may have some 
wind at their backs.

Proposition 123
 If voters approve Proposition 123 in the May 17, 2016, special election, it 
would add $3.5 billion over 10 years to K-12 public education, settle a five-year-
old inflation funding lawsuit filed by public schools that didn’t receive that money 
during the Great Recession, and require annual inflation funding for schools to the 
Arizona Constitution, maintaining the permanence.
 The measure was referred to Arizona voters by the Legislature in a 
September 2015 special session called by Gov. Doug Ducey, who is rallying 
support for its passage. Though no longer a legislative issue, it’s sure to figure in to 
debate about this year’s budget and other funding issues.

Funding for Career and Technical Education
 Educators and business leaders are asking state legislators to undo a $30 
million cut to CTE funding for school districts and JTEDs, specialized school 
districts that provide career and technical education.
 The cut, which would be a permanent reduction, was passed last legislative 
session and is scheduled to take effect next school year.
 If they are unsuccessful, per-pupil base funding that charters or districts 
receive for students enrolled in CTE, as well as JTED courses or satellite programs 
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As we enter a new year, we continue to be committed to delivering news and information that contributes to 
informed public discussion and great understanding of Arizona K-12 education. AZEDNews is a statewide 
source for fair, accurate, balanced and constructive journalism on education policy and practice in Arizona. 

The number of subscribers to our AZEDNews E-Weekly keeps growing, as we enter our second year of online 
news and breaking stories on public education in Arizona. 

Stay tuned to hear about a statewide contest for all public schools. One winning school will receive a huge, 
school-wide dance party sponsored by Funergy, LLC. More details will be available soon. 

Thank you for your continued support!

Best regards, 
Tracey Benson
DIRECTOR, ARIZONA EDUCATION NEWS  
SERVICE ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
ARIZONA SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION

AZEDNews original articles featured in this 
issue were reported and written by ASBA education 
reporter Lisa Irish (lirish@azsba.org).
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Fifty Arizona school districts are asking voters in their 
communities to approve bond/override elections this 
year. Voters have a history of approving most school 

district bond/override elections, but just who are Arizona’s 
voters today?
 About 47.52 percent of Arizona’s 3.23 million voters, 
cast ballots in the 2014 general election, according to the 
2014 General Election State of Arizona official canvass from 
the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office. The voter turnout for 
that election ranged from a low of 35.47 percent of eligible 
voters in Yuma County to a high of 61.09 percent in Yavapai 
County.
 That year, 88 percent of bond elections were 
successful, and 67 percent of override and 50 percent 
of capital override elections were approved by voters, 
according to a report by Stifel, Nicolaus and Company, Inc.  
The rate of bond/override approvals in 2014 was higher 
than in the past five years, said Randie Stein, director of the 
public finance team at Stifel Nicolaus in Phoenix.
 In 2014, independent voters, 34.9 percent, edged 
out Republicans, 34.8 percent, as the majority in Arizona, 
according to Vision 2025: Arizona Comes of Age.
 Also, more Arizonans identified themselves then as 
moderates, 32 percent, than conservatives, 28 percent, 
according to Gallup Analytics U.S. Daily Tracking 2013-
2014 in the Vision 2025: Arizona Comes of Age Report. 
Arizonans’ political views matched those of the nation 
overall.
 Arizona also follows the national trend with voters 
aged 60 to 69 years voting more than any other age group, 
at 64 percent, while voters aged 18 to 29 vote the least, at 
16%, according to the Current Population Survey Voting 
and Registration Supplement: Arizona from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

Read the full article at www.azednews to find out the 
percentage of voters made up the majority in the 2014 
election as well as number of voters who are on the 
permanent voting list.

Who we are, how we vote and how 
we compare nationally

Originally published October 21, 2015

Arizona
Voters:
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Cost Control Associates helps school districts reduce energy, waste removal and telecom 
costs. We do not sell or install equipment. We simply provide the industry expertise to analyze 
your costs and make sure you have the right rate structures and service options.

Reduce District Costs.
● Cost Control Associates has saved millions of dollars for organizations across Arizona.

● Utility providers often make mistakes on customer billings, and that’s where Cost Control Associates 
can help. We have experience working with Arizona providers and know the right questions to ask-
and when to press for more information. 

You Pay Nothing.
● Cost Control Associates works on a contingency basis. You get 

all the benefits with no upfront costs. Our fee is based on the 
refunds and cost savings we find for your district-if we find 
nothing, you pay nothing.

You Could Be Our Next Success Story.
To learn more, call Kevin Laake at 518-824-0322 or 1-800-836-3787.

Your staff works hard, but
they’re probably not utilities experts.

Talk to someone who is.

www.costcontrolassociates.com

Cost Control Associates
can help.

Get the most
for your money.
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Trust Lands:
Arizona’s biggest little-known K-12 funding source

Originally published September 29, 2015

At a time when more than 50 Arizona public 
schools are seeking more support from their local 
communities through bonds and overrides, many 

Arizonans are also examining two proposals to increase 
the percentage of revenues from the state trust land 
investment fund that are used to help support public 
K-12 education.

 As of March 2015, the state land trust permanent 
endowment fund’s value was $5.2 billion, up significantly 
from its value of just over $1 billion in 1999. Its rate of 
return over the years has been more than 6.7 percent.
 “This issue of trust lands being a funding source 
for education is important,” said Janice Palmer, director 
of governmental relations and public affairs for the 
Arizona School Boards Association. “As you look into 
the future and as you look into the needs around the 
state, we need to be making sure that our asset is being 
well run.”

Who benefits from state trust lands? 
 When Arizona became a state in 1912, Congress 
granted more than 10 million acres to the State of 
Arizona with the provision that any revenues earned 
from the sale or lease of the land be put in a trust 
primarily for the state’s public education system.
 The public sees state trust lands as places for 
everyone to use, but each parcel of trust land has a 
specified beneficiary. In Arizona, “87 percent of these 
lands are held in a public trust to benefit K-12 public 
schools,” Palmer said.
 “We have about 9.2 million acres left after more 
than 100 years, and nearly 8.1 million of those acres 
remain public school designated lands,” Palmer said.

How is revenue generated from state  
trust lands? 
 The state land department commissioner serves 
as the trustee and the state land department manages 
state trust lands. A board of investment is the trustee of 
the endowment.  The state treasurer’s office manages 
the endowment’s investments.
 Revenues from trust lands are generated by 
grazing, mineral rights and commercial leases and go 
directly to schools, while proceeds from trust land sales 
go into the state land permanent endowment trust.
 State trust lands benefit all public school children, 
not just those where the lands are.

Read the full article at www.azednews to find out how 
the state trust land endowment fund is invested.
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Dr. Gail Pletnick, superintendent of Dysart Unified School District, 
working with a student. Photo courtesy Dysart Unified School 
District 

AZ’s superintendent of the 
year on growing learners 
and leaders
Originally published December 3, 2015 

Preparing students for a future that is being rapidly 
transformed by technology is a formidable task 
for schools, but it is also very rewarding, said Dr. 

Gail Pletnick, the American Association of School 
Administrators’ Arizona Superintendent of the Year.
 “I am very proud to be part of a profession where 
individuals willingly take on this challenge, yet never lose 
sight of the needs of the whole child,” said Pletnick, 
superintendent of Dysart Unified School District.
 Pletnick is an educational leader both in Arizona 
and the nation in her role as educational advocate 
and accomplished scholar, said Dr. Kristi Sandvik, 
superintendent of Buckeye Elementary School District, 
who nominated Pletnick for the award. 
 “She models for people at all levels to not be 
afraid to take risks and make a commitment,” Sandvik 
said. “An average superintendent might sets goals that 
are either vague or easily achieved, but a great one 
is not afraid to set goals and then put programs and 
resources in place to achieve the goals.”

Celebrating 
Arizona’s 
educational 
leaders
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2016 School Counselor of 
the Year on helping students 
prepare for the future
Originally published December 9, 2015 

School counselors not only advocate for students 
and help them prepare for the future, they also are 
an important link between parents and school, 

said Katherine Pastor,  school counselor at Flagstaff 
High School who recently was named the 2016 School 
Counselor of the Year by the American School  
Counselor Association. 
 “School counselors are an essential piece to the 
education system,” Pastor said. “We are the glue that 
holds everything together.” Pastor heard she had been 
named School Counselor of the Year after her Principal 
Tony Cullen asked her to respond to a crisis, and  
learned when she arrived that she’d received the  
national honor, according to the Arizona Daily Sun.

Read each full article at www.azednews to find why  
each recipient was selected for their award.

Katherine Pastor with the Flagstaff High School mascot. 
Arizona Educational Foundation’s 2016 Arizona Teacher of the 
Year Christine Marsh working with students in her English classes 
at Chaparral High School in Scottsdale Unified School District. 

AZ Teacher of the Year: 
Changing the world one 
student at a time
Originally published November 24, 2015 

When Christine Marsh was a college student, 
she said she wanted to change the world. She 
became a public school teacher. That was 24 

years ago. Now students of Marsh, Arizona’s 2016 
Teacher of the Year, say she is encouraging them and 
teaching them skills they’ll need to do just that.
Marsh, who was awarded the honor last week by the 
Arizona Educational Foundation, said she focuses on 
her students, their needs and makes “sure that every 
single student feels valued and special.”
 Her students know it, and in an interview, one 
said, “She cares for us inside the class and outside. 
She doesn’t just care about AP literature, she cares for 
us in the future and what we’re going to do to better 
the world after her class.”
 Marsh said when she first started teaching, “one 
of the old timers in my building sat me down and gave 
me perhaps the best advice I’ve ever gotten.”
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 or over 29 years, the Trust has provided high-
quality, affordable indemnity protection              
exclusively to Arizona public schools and         
community colleges. 

 property, liability, and workers’ compensation coverage; 

 in-house claims administration; 

 safety inspections and loss control consulting; 

 contract review, insurance cost analysis, and safety     sup-
port on school construction projects (at no charge); and 

 a variety of specialty services and programs, such as the 
Trust/NAU Leadership Academy; hearing officer training; 
the Trust Investment Pool; the mobile driving simulator, 
and online and onsite education and training                
opportunities. 

PRODUCTS  AND  SERV ICES  INCLUDE :  

To learn more about the Trust, its partners, and its services, please contact us at 
(800) 266-4911 or visit us at http://www.the-trust.org. 

The Trust offers 
value, service, and 
peace of mind to 
our 250 members. 

Insurance Trust

• 32,000+ Covered Members

• Over $150 million in annual contributions

• Over 155 Member Districts

• Annual Renewal rate increases of less than 6% 
for the last 9 years.

• Excellent Benefits -  Flexible Benefit 
   Plans to choose from

• Retiree & COBRA Programs

Trust the People who Care for You!

Medical • Prescription Drug • Wellness Program 
24 Hour Nurse Line • Employee Assistance Program 

Biometric Screening • Mobile On-Site Mammography
Disease Management • Flu Shots  

www.asbait.org
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A 
larger percentage of Arizonans with college degrees will 
help Arizona grow economically by attracting businesses to 
the state and will help degree holders earn more over their 

lifetimes, according to College Success Arizona’s policy brief 
“Advancing the Economy through Attainment: What Arizona 
Can Learn from States with Higher Education Attainment 
Goals” released in August 2015.
 The average family income for bachelor’s degree holders 
is nearly twice that of high school diploma holders, and people 
with an associate’s degree earn 20 percent more a year 
that those with a high school diploma, according to College 
Success Arizona’s policy brief.
 Closing the college degree attainment gap between 
Latinos and Whites in Arizona is key, because by 2029 
Arizona’s population will be majority minority.
 Currently, 11 percent of Latinos have a bachelor’s degree 
compared to 33 percent of Whites, according to the College 
Success Arizona policy brief. Policymakers in 31 states have 
set statewide goals for postsecondary attainment, according to 
Lumina Foundation’s 2015 annual report “A Stronger Nation.”

Read the full article on www.azednews to find out what Arizona 
is doing to increase the number of adults who hold bachelor’s 
degrees by 2020.

Closing gaps, 
increasing 

college grads, 
to meet 

economic, 
workforce 

needs

Chart from College Success 
Arizona’s policy briefing 
“Advancing the Economy 
through Attainment: National 
unemployment rate and weekly 
earnings by educational 
attainment status.

Chart from College Success 
Arizona’s policy briefing 
“Advancing the Economy 
through Attainment: Race/
ethnicity and Bachelor’s degree 
attainment. 

Originally published November 5, 2015
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AZEDNEWS Digest
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Mentors celebrated as link to success for first generation college goers
Antontrey Begaye knew he wanted to become a physician after doing clinical rotations as a medical 
assistant in high school while taking career and technical education classes in the Flagstaff Unified School 
District. But he wasn’t quite sure how to get there until he received help from mentors Eugene Begay and 
Kim Kryger at Northern Arizona University’s Educational Talent Search. They encouraged Begaye to apply 
for financial aid through College Success Arizona and drove him to Phoenix for the interview. (Published 
November 5, 2015)

Arizona students’ NAEP scores stable in comparison to nation
Arizona students’ results on the National Assessment of Educational Progress remained stable in 2015, 
while scores declined nationally. Students have taken the NAEP since 1969 to show what they have 
learned and can do in math, reading, science and writing. A sample of schools and students are selected 
to participate in each state. As part of No Child Left Behind, fourth- and eighth-graders take the reading 
and math assessments at least once every two years. (Published October 28, 2015) 

New programs put public schools on front line in fighting childhood hunger
As schools celebrate National School Lunch Week, a recent report suggests that strengthening child 
nutrition programs like school breakfast and lunch is one way to help end child hunger in America. The 
percentage of people in the U.S. living in poverty increased during the economic downturn that began in 
2008, as did the percentage of people who struggle to put food on the table in their homes, according to 
the Food Research & Action Center’s report A Plan of Action to End Hunger in America released Oct. 7, 
2015. (Published October 16, 2015)

More Arizona schools serving most important meal of the day
Child nutrition experts are looking at new models for giving more Arizona public school students the 
opportunity to eat breakfast at school – and maybe even in their classrooms. “School breakfast fights 
hunger, but it also impacts the classroom,” said Etienne Melcher, senior child nutrition program coordinator 
at the Food Research & Action Center. “Research shows that eating breakfast at school improves 
academic performance, health and behavior. Getting more children to start the day with this important 
meal means less hunger and more children starting the day ready to learn.”  (Published October 16, 2015)

Why cultural competence is becoming a priority
Celebrations of the heritage and contributions of Hispanic and Latino Americans have been taking place 
in schools throughout Arizona as part of Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15), but many Arizona 
school districts are making a year-round priority of affirming cultural diversity and building cultural bridges 
between students, families and staff.

With the majority of Arizona students now identifying as a race/ethnicity other than white, the 
state’s public school teachers and leaders, who are predominantly white, are finding that a better 
understanding of their students’ cultures can lead to increased parental engagement and student 
success. (Published October 7, 2015)



AZEDNEWS  A service of the Arizona School Boards Association  |  11

New way to look at classroom support: A bright spot amid funding pressures
Public school leaders from throughout Arizona who gathered for a School Funding 101 workshop earlier 
this month in Scottsdale received bad news and good news about Arizona classroom spending: three 
major measures say there’s less state education funding today than there was in 2009, but schools now 
have more flexibility in identifying spending that supports student learning in the classroom. “We all believe 
we must channel as much as we can to the places that make the most difference for student learning,” 
said Dr. Denton Santarelli, superintendent at the Peoria Unified School District and a presenter at the 
workshop. “Dollars in the classroom is part of the conversation.” (Published September 21, 2015)

AZEDNEWS Digest
Visit Us Online for These and Other Original Stories

would drop to 92.5 percent of what they would have 
otherwise received.
 The Arizona Legislature’s budget cuts in 2011 and 
in this session have reduced state funding for career 
and technical education by more than 53 percent, 
hurting programs developing high school students into a 
skilled workforce local businesses and industries need.

A-F Grades for Schools and Districts
 Legislators will decide whether to change what 
makes district and charter schools earn an A or an F 
grade.
 The previous A-F accountability system, which 
provided letter grades to all public schools and school 
districts, was suspended last year.
 Revised accountability legislation, developed by 
the State Board of Education and Arizona Department 
of Education, was finalized in December.
 In addition to using data from the state’s new 
AzMERIT assessment, the new system will also require 
multiple factors including academic progress on ELL 
assessments and progress toward college and career 
readiness including graduation rates to contribute to 
school and district letter grades.
 The first round of new grades would be released 
in July 2017 and based on data from the 2016-2017 
school year.

Current Year Funding
 For more than three decades, annual funding for 
Arizona public schools has been based on the number 

of students enrolled the previous year.
 Last year, legislators voted to change that, 
beginning next school year, to estimated enrollment in 
the current year.
 The immediate impact, unless education 
advocates are successful in rolling it back as many 
seek to do, will be a reduction in funding for 149 school 
districts, or 64 percent of all Arizona districts, by a 
cumulative total of $40 million.
 In contrast, 83 school districts will see a slight 
increase, a combined total of $7.2 million.
According to an Arizona Department of Education 
analysis of data from 2014-2015, the new law adversely 
impacts districts with declining enrollment.
 Budgeting is also expected to become more 
complex, as schools also will need to develop 
budgets and possibly reduce or increase expenditures 
throughout the year, without having final counts of the 
number of students, special education students and 
English Language Learners until after the end of the 
fiscal year.
 The Department of Education also said the 
change could possibly reduce budgeted override 
amounts, affect tuition paid by elementary school 
districts not within a union high school district, 
impact distributions from the classroom site fund and 
instructional improvement fund among other concerns.

Read the full article at www.azednews to find out what 
the remaining two issues are?

six education issues – continued

Read these stories at www.azednews.com
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the great things happening in school districts throughout  
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