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August 20, 2014 

 

 

The Honorable Arne Duncan, Secretary 

United States Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue SW 

Washington, DC 20202 

 

Secretary Duncan: 

Arizona has an obligation to provide its students with the highest quality education possible. 

Despite tremendous socio-economic and education funding challenges facing our state, 

Arizonans have resolutely overcome those challenges and met that obligation.  Arizona has taken 

great strides to ensure that its children are protected and educated.  

But now with too many Arizona families still suffering through the worst economic downturn 

since the Great Depression, now with Arizona’s state legislature facing a tremendous future 

revenue shortfall, and with Arizona schools struggling to cover the costs of students’ needs, 

Arizona, its schools and its taxpayers are being asked to shoulder the increasing financial burden 

of illegal immigrants entering our school system. 

Having to pay for the tremendous educational costs associated with the federal government’s 

failure to secure the border is not new to Arizona taxpayers or Arizona schools. What is new, 

though, and what is unprecedented, is the federal government’s actions to relocate at least 

hundreds of unaccompanied minors, mostly school-aged teenagers, who have illegally crossed 

the border into other states, to Arizona’s cities and towns, where they will attend Arizona 

schools. 

It is with this unprecedented action by the federal government in mind that I am asking you and 

the U.S. Department of Education to provide solid information on the total number of children 

actually being placed in Arizona and where they are being placed, and to pay for the added 

educational expense of those school-aged illegal immigrants being relocated to Arizona. It is 

unreasonable to ask Arizona schools and Arizona taxpayers to pay for these expenses.  These 

unaccompanied minors in question did not illegally cross into Arizona, but rather they were 

bussed into our state by the federal government. 
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As of today, we know from representatives at the federal government that, at a minimum, 202 of 

these unaccompanied youth have been placed with sponsor families in Arizona. Average state 

funding per Arizona student is $5,082. Therefore, I am asking you and your Department to cover 

the estimated $1,026,564 (202 students x $5,082/student) the state will allocate to educate these 

school-aged minors.  It is unclear whether additional unaccompanied minors will be placed with 

Arizona sponsor families in the coming months. If so, federal funds should also accompany those 

minors. 

I am also deeply concerned by the widely reported accounts in the media that President Obama, 

via executive order, will grant a form of amnesty to illegal immigrants in the coming weeks and 

months. The potential fiscal crisis that could result due to a massive influx of amnesty-seeking 

illegal immigrant school-aged youth crossing into Arizona from its unsecured border could 

potentially cost Arizona taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars – a financial burden that 

Arizona schools and Arizona taxpayers cannot afford.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

  

 

       John Huppenthal 

             State Superintendent of Public Instruction 




